
Vermont Department of Education

IDEA-B Grants
§300.205 Adjustment to local fiscal efforts in certain fiscal years

The supervisory union's IDEA-B allocation
increased over prior year's allocation

*Maximum reduction is 50% of increased allocation
Provision No  Yes

does not apply
Is the supervisory union meeting the requirement 
of IDEA Part B, including meeting the targets of

in the state's performance plan
No  Yes

Supervisory unions not meeting
requirements for IDEA-B are The supervisory union will spend less
excluded for opting to adjust state and local funds on special education
their maintenance of effort in total or per capita for the grant year

than during the prior fiscal year
*The actual expenditures are used for final determination

No Yes 

Provision does not apply The supervisory union must spend the amount
as there is no need for of local funds equal to the decrease in special

an exception education expenditures of state and local
funds to support activities that could be 
supported with funds under the ESEA

                *Limitation - The amount which the supervisory union
can use as an exception to the maintenance of

effort is limited to the maximum 50% less
the amount used for early intervening services.

No   Yes 

If local funds not spent, On the application, note that supervisory
cannot reduce maintenance union "elects to" use the exception of
of effort except for allowable maintenance of effort provision and ensures

exceptions - see below that local funds are spent for ESEA activities

Allowable Exceptions to the Non-Supplanting Rules
§300.204 Exception to maintenance of effort

Notwithstanding the restriction in §300.203(a), an LEA may reduce the level of expenditures by the LEA under
Part B of the Act below the level of those expenditures for the preceding fiscal year if the reduction is
attributable to any of the following:
(a) The voluntary departure, by retirement or otherwise, or departure for just cause, of special education or
related services personnel.
(b)  A decrease in the enrollment of children with disabilities.
(c) The termination of the obligation of the agency, consistent with this part, to provide a program of special
education to a particular child with a disability that is an exceptionally costly program, as determined by the
SEA, because the child -

(1) Has left the jurisdiction of the agency;
(2) Has reached the age at which the obligation of the agency to provide FAPE to the child has been
terminated; or
(3) No longer needs the program of special education.

Allowable exceptions must be documented to the Department of Education to account for the reduction in 
special education costs paid from State and local funds.
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